
 Ithaca, Michigan 
 December 19, 2018 
 
The regular meeting of the Gratiot-Isabella Regional Education Service District (RESD) was 
held at Winding Brook Conference Centre, Shepherd, Michigan, on Wednesday, December 19, 
2018.  The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Board of Education President Dr. Timm 
Thorsen.  Members present were: Dr. Cheri Booth, Bill Henderson, Don Schurr, Matthew 
Showalter, Tom Steere, and Dr. Timm Thorsen. Member absent: Ed Lorenz.  Also present were 
Dr. Jan Amsterburg, Superintendent; Wendy Giles, Administrative Assistant to the 
Superintendent; Kevin Kolb, Associate Superintendent for Finance; Martin Combs, Associate 
Superintendent for Special Services; Dr. Kathy Peasley, Associate Superintendent for 
Instruction; Matt McMahon, Associate Superintendent for Technology; Kim Onstott, 
Employment Programs Administrator; Doug Bush, Associate Superintendent for CTE. 
 
Under recognition of visitors and public comment, Kim Schalk, from CMT/Alio was present.  
Ms. Schalk spoke on behalf of CMT and the financial software selection stating CMT offers one 
on one training, cost of MUNIS versus Alio and that they are not shutting down and will be here 
for many years to come. 
 
Minutes of the regular rescheduled meeting of November 20, 2018 were presented for approval.  
A motion was made by Bill Henderson and supported by Tom Steere to approve the meeting 
minutes of November 20, 2018 as presented.  Motion carried 6-0.  
 
Financial statements for the month of November were presented and reviewed.  Claims for the 
month of November were presented in the amount of $2,045,733.73.  A motion was made by 
Tom Steere and supported by Bill Henderson to approve the financial statements and claims as 
presented.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
A leave request was presented for Angela Krause, Occupational Therapist, requesting to extend 
her current leave of absence to January 17, 2019.  A motion was made to approve the request by 
Bill Henderson and supported by Dr. Booth.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
A donation and several grants were received this month. The Imagination Library received a 
grant from the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe for $20,800; United Way of Isabella County approved 
educational mini grant requests of $180.00 (Augmentative and Alternative Communication) and 
$94.58 (Bluebee Pal) and Dean Transportation issued a check to the RESD for $500.00 to be 
used for students and families in need.  A motion was made by Matthew Showalter and 
supported by Don Schurr to accept the donation and grants as listed above.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
After discussion, a motion was made by Matthew Showalter and supported by Tom Steere 
authorizing the RESD to not put $300,000 in the Capital Projects Fund this year (2018-19 only) 
but instead move it to the Special Education Fund to allow for full Scenario 6 payments to our 
local school districts and also the RESD would not need to borrow money to cover those 
payments.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Kevin Kolb presented the financial software committee selection recommending Tyler Munis.  
After discussion, a motion was made by Bill Henderson and supported by Matthew Showalter to 
award Tyler Munis ERP Software Solution the contract.  Motion carried 6-0. 



A motion was made by Bill Henderson and supported by Matthew Showalter to authorize Plante 
& Moran, PLLC, to enter into contract negotiations with Tyler Munis ERP Software Solutions 
on behalf of Gratiot-Isabella RESD and our nine local school districts.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Added to the Agenda was a leave request extension for Tonya Davis, D/HH Interpreter, 
requesting her current leave be extended until February 4, 2019.  A motion was made by Bill 
Henderson and supported by Tom Steere to approve Tonya Davis’ request as presented.  Motion 
carried 6-0. 
 
The following items were discussed by Jan Amsterburg under the Superintendent’s Report: 
 1.  Thank you to Board Members for their services covering July 1 – December 30 
 2.  Awarding of the Marshall Grant 
 3. AESA Conference update – speakers and sessions were excellent 
 4. George Riley Collection update 
 5. Self-Evaluation will be completed and distributed at the January Board Meeting 
 6. Green Glove Dryer Project 
 7. State of Michigan is offering a Budget & Finance Training workshop 
 8. CTE Open House is February 7, 2019 
 9. Letter from a resigning paraprofessional reinforcing our challenging student                 
                  population  
          10.   DNR Deer Removal at Forest Hill Nature Area to check for Chronic Wasting Disease 
          11. Wind Update and encouraged to continue to pay legal bills for at least one more year 
          12. Headlee Override discussion  
 
The Lobbyist update was provided by Matt Kurta covering Lame Duck and sale tax bills. 
 
AESA Conference Reports were provided by the Superintendent and Board Member Steere, 
again, giving the conference great reviews and thanked the board for their attendance. 
 
Under Director’s Reports the following information was discussed. 
 
Dr. Kathy Peasley, Associate Superintendent for Instruction first thanked the Board for allowing 
her to attend the AESA conference and gave a brief overview of the sessions she attended.  
Kathy also discussed the Reading Now Network, what it is like to join and results show literacy 
scores have sky rocketed on the west side of the state since joining. 
 
Kim Onstott, Employment Programs Supervisor, apprised board members they are recruiting for 
Chemical Process Tech training; welding training just ended and should have employment data 
for the success of that class by next month’s meetings; working with the Strickler Center creating 
the Jobs Academy and also will be starting case manager office hours at the center in January.  
Still having issues with the MiLogin System. 
 
Matt McMahon, Associate Superintendent for Technology, reported he is working on cyber 
security for our local school districts which will lead to workshops and training of employees. 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Marty Combs, Associate Superintendent for Special Services, provided an update on the AESA 
conference and the great speakers he heard. He passed out his monthly newsletter highlighting 
the Dean Transportation dinner in December; Winding Brook Conference Centre November 
activity; staffing update; and a handout providing information of each of our ancillary groups on 
level of staffing. 
 
Doug Bush, Associate Superintendent for Career Technical Education, provided an update on the 
Marshall Plan; ACTE Vision Conference; RESD Promo video; Michigan Career Education 
Conference; J. Ranck Open House and Career Night. 
 
Kevin Kolb, Associate Superintendent for Finance reported on the AESA conference highlights 
(Rachel’s Challenge and programming on autism) and Scenario 6 checks were delivered today 
except for one district. 
 
Being no further business before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Matthew 
Showalter and supported by Bill Henderson.  President Thorsen adjourned the meeting at 7:18 
p.m.  
 
 
 
                                                                                                 
Tom Steere, Secretary      Dr. Timm Thorsen, President 
 
 


